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 Declan Hill the author of, “The Fix – Soccer and Organized Crime” warns in his introduction that after reading his book you will never look at sport the same way again.
He is right and if even half the allegations in his book are true than the sport we all know, love and passionately support is sicker than we ever thought possible. The news of corruption in almost any governing body of the sport is not headline news (that's an issue as well) but the level reached by the game fixers might well be.
Canadian supporters already looking at officiating at the international level with a jaded eye will give a knowing nod when reading the section on how officials – the guardians of the laws – are coerced to influencing games and how things are not always as they seem.
With World Cup qualifying well underway Hill's book outlines how the multi-billion illegal gambling industry may have even stained and distorted the results at even the  highest international levels.
Over 4 years, he interviewed more than two hundred people, including professional gamblers, Mafia hitmen, undercover cops, top-level international soccer players, referees, and officials. He met men who claim they have bribed their way into changing the results of some of the biggest games in the sport. Initially very sceptical, Hill travelled across four continents to corroborate their stories. He found soccer leagues where mobsters have fixed more than eighty per cent of the games. But most chilling, he met and then was adopted by a small group of match-fixers.
In The Fix, Hill explains the structure and mechanics of illegal gambling syndicates, what soccer players and referees do (or not do) to affect the outcome of their games, why relatively rich and high-status athletes would fix games, how and why club officials would bribe the opposition and how they get referees “on their side.” Perhaps most shocking is Hill’s discovery that gambling fixers have successfully infiltrated the game, all the way to the top international matches.
The book, however, is not just about soccer, the world’s most popular sport. Throughout the text, Hill uses examples from other sports – tennis, hockey, even rowing – to show that the credibility of professional sport now lies on a fragile foundation, and it provides enough hints to suspect that all sports above amateur level should look nervously over the shoulder.
Fair warning after reading this book you will be left with an ache in the pit of your stomach and will never watch sport again without a bit of doubt in the back of your mind.
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