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Match-fixing claims set for probe

 By Farayi Mungazi  

 BBC Sport, Sekondi 

Benin coach Reinhard Fabisch has been given a 24-hour deadline to confirm his allegations about match-fixing at the Africa Cup of Nations. 

The Confederation of African Football (Caf) has asked Fabisch to sign an affidavit by 1200 GMT on Saturday to confirm the claims he made to the BBC.

Caf is then expected to launch an investigation into the incident.

"I will definitely go all the way to clear this bribery attempt from my point of view," said Fabisch.

"I could have left it under the carpet easily by just throwing this guy out of the hotel. But it could be very helpful if we kill anything like this at the beginning.

"I stand by what I've said and I will give Caf the name and number of the person who offered the bribe. That's all I can do."

World football governing body Fifa told BBC Sport the issue should initially be dealt with by Caf.

"Fifa, as the world governing body of football, takes a global approach towards betting and match manipulation," a Fifa spokesman said.

Fifa also pointed to the Early Warning System company it set up last year to investigate any irregular betting patterns in football.

Meanwhile, Caf has sent a letter to the Benin Football Federation asking for clarification on the precise nature of Fabisch's allegations.

Fabisch told the BBC that he was asked if he would help fix the result of his side's match against Mali, and said he would be willing to give Caf details of the man who made the approach.

The German added that the man spoke to him at the team's hotel on Saturday, two days before his side's defeat by Mali.

 Following the 4-1 defeat to Ivory Coast on Friday, Fabisch said the man contacted him twice.

"The following morning he called me again asking 'have you thought about my suggestion?'," he added when speaking to the BBC.

"I said 'yes I have thought about it, I'm still calling the police if you come again,' and I put down the receiver."

The man told Fabisch the company he represented claimed to be able to fix matches across Africa and planned to win money in bets on the tournament's opening goal.

The first goal of the Africa Cup of Nations was Asamoah Gyan's penalty for Ghana against Guinea on Sunday 20 January, a game the tournament hosts won 2-1.

Ghana coach Claude Le Roy said he had full confidence that his players were above reproach.

"I hope Reinhard Fabisch has all the elements to try to stop this - these people kill football," he said.

"Football is a game, and as a coach you have to be an educator. If you teach the players how to cheat, you kill the game.

"I have always been against betting in football because I think there is a big danger of destroying our sport. When you let the merchants in the temple, there is a big danger for the temple - and football is the most beautiful temple that you can imagine."

http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport2/hi/football/africa/7209329.stm
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Ghana officials play down match-fixing allegations

January 26, 2008, 8:51 AM ET
Former Ghana international and tournament official Anthony Baffoe does not believe the African Nations Cup has been targeted by match fixers.

 Benin coach Reinhard Fabisch claimed yesterday that he was asked to manipulate the result of his side's opening Group B match against Mali earlier this week.

 The German revealed he was approached by an unknown African man at Benin's team hotel in Sekondi on Saturday, two days prior to the game with Mali, which Benin lost 1-0.

 The man was given short shrift by Fabisch, but the Confederation of African Football (CAF) is set to launch an investigation.

 And Baffoe, now the director for international relations at the tournament's Local Organising Committee (LOC), told PA Sport he had been disturbed by Fabisch's revelations.

 'I've heard the reports this morning, but I'm not sure of the situation,' he said on Friday. 'To be honest I've never heard of something like this happening. And myself personally, I've never been approached to do such a thing, but I am surprised.'

 Baffoe added that match-fixing was 'something common in Africa', but insisted that the African Nations Cup, being staged in his homeland this year, would be an unlikely arena for scandal.

 'I don't believe that in such a tournament - a major African competition with all professional teams and players - something like this can take place,' he claimed.

 'The level of competition is really high here and you can see from the quality of play so far that players are trying. If I was a player, why would I want to throw the game?

 'In this year's African Nations Cup, players are looking to impress big clubs so they can perhaps earn a big move, more so the lesser teams.'
http://soccernet.espn.go.com/news/story?id=502089&&cc=5901
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Reinhard Fabisch: An extraordinary football life

GENTLE GIANT: Fabisch took charge of Benin at the African Cup of Nations finals in Ghana early this year 

MEMORIES: The BBC's Farayi Mungazi

 Former Zimbabwe national soccer team coach Reinhard Fabisch died on Monday, July 14. Former Radio 1 and ZTV football commentator Farayi Mungazi, now with the BBC World Service, writes exclusively for New Zimbabwe.com on an extraordinary football life:

By Farayi Mungazi 

Last updated: Fri Jul 18 2008 06:47:46 
NO LONGER will we see him pacing up and down the touchline resembling a man desperately looking for his car keys. 

No longer will we see him barking instructions to his players from the dug-out, or berating a referee for being “the most ignorant man I’ve ever seen”.

With the death of Reinhard Fabisch comes the end of an extraordinary football life.

I will always remember him as a mild-mannered, easy-going coach blessed with the ability to transform teams and individuals.

But I shall also remember that not everyone in positions of authority - from referees to administrators - admired Fabisch’s abrasive style.

The German was constantly in trouble with the game’s big-wigs, thanks to his outspoken views and refusal to bow the knee before authority.

His often outrageous comments and eccentric behaviour made him one of the best-known foreign coaches in Africa.

For a man of personality, it was also inevitable that his name would become a byword for controversy.

Ever brash and opinionated, Fabisch was a true football maverick, a man who will go down in history as one of the most highly regarded coaches to work in African football.

I last saw him in Ghana during the African Nations Cup in February when, in his hotel room, he told me that he had been offered money to fix one of Benin’s matches.

It was a story that cast a dark shadow over this year’s tournament and irked some African football chiefs who felt Fabisch should not have spoken during the event.

But, as always, Fabisch was unrepentant: “I have a duty to players and fans, so I can’t keep my mouth shut if someone offers me money to fix a game,” he told me.

I knew Fabisch well but not intimately. I found him to be a coach who was resolutely loyal to his players, implacable if he felt they were being unfairly treated.

He loved talking about the game and was genuinely passionate about Africa. He never ducked questions, and always made himself available to journalists.

It should not be forgotten what an outstanding job he made of managing the Warriors. Under his astute tutelage, they came agonisingly close to qualifying for the 1994 World Cup.

He will be a huge loss to the game. May his football-loving soul rest in peace.

Farayi Mungazi, a former ZBC Radio 1 and TV football commentator, works for the BBC World Service

http://www.newzimbabwe.com/pages/warriors215.18491.html

