MINUTES OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE ENQUIRY INTO ALLEGATIONS OF BRIBERY LEVELED AGAINST ABUBAKARI DAMBA 

HELD ON 3RD JULY, 2007 
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OPENING

The Chairman addressed the meeting by welcoming and asking all present to introduce themselves. 

Mr. Sabahn Quaye was asked to say then the opening prayer to usher the meeting into session. 

Mr. Pappoe said that most of the people present were with the National U-23 team in Iran during which an incident happened.  According to Mr. Pappoe, the meeting was to investigate the allegations made by the management of the team and advise the FA on the next line of action. 

He said further that language must not be barrier to anybody who would be called upon to give evidence. Evidence could be given in any language the person is comfortable with. The Chairman then invited Mr. Randy Abbey to officially brief the meeting.

According to Mr. Randy Abbey, the team left in three batches with Kenya Airways and Emirates Airlines. The first batch went in two via Kenya Airways and the third via Emirates. He said they got to Iran on Wednesday 27th July, 2007 after having arrived in Dubai. He said the team trained in the evening of 27th at the Tehran Stadium before the match day. He said on the match day, he was in a meeting with the Assistant Coach, Frimpong Manso and Team Doctor (Dr. Chris Adomako) when the head coach approached him and narrated to him one of the players by name Tuaha Khamix had confessed to him that he had been given USD1000 by some people for him to play a match of convenience.  

Asked by the Chairman whether the incident was before or after the match, Mr. Abbey replied that it was before the match, and this was after the team sheet was made available the previous Wednesday. He therefore summoned Tuaha to come and explain / narrate whatever happened to him. 

Tuaha Khamis narrated to Mr. Abbey that Mr. Damba came and explained to him in Hausa that he (Damba) was impecunious and the he (Damba) would like Tuaha Khamis to meet his friends who had come to witness the match with further instructions to tell the people that his name is Addo. The people gave him $1000 for shopping which he later gave to the head coach after explaining to the coach about his disconfort and circumstances surrounding the money.

Mr. Abbey said he then summoned all the players into his room and demanded from them if any amongst them had been given any money or spoken to. To his utter dismay, 15 of the 20 players did and with stress to tell. Six of the 15 players had been offered $1000 for shopping and the others had been told that an agent was in the camp to witness the match .

The entire technical team was shocked according to Randy Abbey. Mr. Damba confirmed that a betting agency had approached him with the view to influence the results of the game. 

Randy Abbey said Damba claimed he knew the people from Malaysia where he played football. He (Damba) claimed the people would have gone behind him to influence the players if he had declined. Mr. Abbey said he told Damba that he should step aside. His per diem was further withheld. According to the players, Mr. Damba collected $500 from all except Jonathan Quartey who gave him $400. Head coach Attuquayefio was then tasked to retrieve all the money from Mr. Damba and the players totalling US$6000.  (Dec’s note: What happened to the money?)

Randy said around midnight the same day, Damba came to his room and knelt before him and explained to him that it was a temptation to which he fell and stated further that even though he had been sacked from the team he should not be taken to be a  bad person. 

In conclusion, Randy said the team got to Accra the following day and he reported to the FA hierarchy about the incident. Tuaha Khamix was invited to give evidence. 

TUAHA KHAMIX GIVES EVIDENCE (ENGLISH) 

He began his narration by saying that he was in bed early in the morning of the Thursday, when Coach Damba called him on phone. He (Tuaha) said he asked his room-mate to open the door for Mr. Damba. When Mr. Damba came in he (Damba) spoke to him in Hausa that he (Damba) needed money and that some people would like to meet him (Tuaha). He explained further that coach Damba asked him to tell the people is name to Addo and that he plays the right full back position. 

Coach Damba took him to a room where he saw three people, two ‘Chinese-looking’ men and an Iranian. They greeted him and gave him $1000 for shopping. He said when he was about to leave the room, one of them told him to throw the match by a two-goal margin. 

He went to see the head coach and narrated every thing to him after having told his roommate. He said coach Damba said he would collect his share of $500. Tuaha asserts that he was very scared and nervous. He said he thought he was the only one but he later realised that it was almost the entire team. 

NEXT PERSON TO GIVE EVIDENCE WAS ERIC NII BAAH.
NII BAAH GIVES EVIDENCE IN TWI 

According to him early in the morning on the match day, coach Damba called him. Nii Baah continued that Mr. Damba took him to a room where he met three people. He said Damba introduced him (Nii Baah) to the people as a goalkeeper but he (Nii Baah) would not be manning the post during the match. 

He said the people then gave him $1000 for shopping which he gave Damba $500. Asked by Mr. Pappoe why he did so he said he only gave it to him out of his own free will. 

THE NEXT PERSON TO GIVE EVIDENCE WAS JONATHAN QUARTEY, WHO GAVE EVIDENCE IN GA. 

Jonathan’s story was similar to the others. Coach Damba came to his room and took him to meet some people in a room. The people greeted him and gave him $1000 for shopping with further instructions that Mr. Damba would tell him what to do. 

As he left the room, coach Damba told him to give his portion of the money to him. He said he gave Damba $400 and went to his room. He continued that he was in his room when Ansah informed him that Mr. Abbey was looking for them.  

He said that he was surprised to see so many people own up when the chairman asked whoever had been approached to do so.  He later gave the $500 in his custody to the head coach after Mr. Abbey had ordered them to hand  the monies over. 

EVIDENCE BY KENNEDY KORLEY

Kennedy’s story was not different from the other stories. He said when the team got to Iran, they were asked to go for a walk. He said during the walk, coach Damba informed him that he (Damba) had some rich friends who would be coming to watch the match. After the walk, Coach Damba took him to a room where he   met three people who gave him (Kennedy) $1000 for shopping. The people informed him that Coach Damab would give him further instructions. He claims he gave $500 to Damba. As soon as he came to his room they were summoned to appear before the Chairman of the U-23 Management team. He said he told the Chairman whatever had transpired. 

He further stated that Damba collected his share of USD500 before he (Kennedy) was informed that their Chairman was looking for him. 

SAMPSON CUDJOE WAS NEXT 

He began that at the Airport in Tehran, Coach Damba then informed him that he had friends from Hong Kong who would be coming to witness the match. 

He continued that on the day of the match Coach Damba came to his room and took him to a room where he met three people. After shaking hands with the people, they gave him $1000 for shopping and that Mr. Damba will tell him what to do next. As he was about to leave, they told him to throw the match by a two goal margin. 

He gave the $1000  to Damba who took $500 and gave him (Sampson Cudjoe) $500. When he went to his room he informed his roommate  captain Ben Kumordzie. After lunch, they were invited to the Chairman’s room where he confessed and gave his $500 to Mr. Attuquayefio.

COACH DAMBA GIVES EVIDENCE IN ENGLISH 

He began that the team arrived in Iran on Wednesday and they went to their hotel to have breakfast. After breakfast, the team went for a walk for about 40 mins. From the walk, he went to a carpet shop which was inside the hotel. When he was coming out of the shop, somebody approached him and introduced himself as a football agent who was interested in a goalkeeper, a central defender and a midfielder. He asked the gather to come back early the next day. He said on the next day, he heard a knock on his door and saw the same agent. He ushered him to his room. The agent left and came the next day(Thursday) to his room. He said he told Coach J. E. Sarpong and Sabahn Quaye about the agent and discussed with them about Francis Bossman and Ernest Sowah. He said he spoke to Ernest Sowah that should he be lucky to be landed the deal / contract,  it could be a turning point in his career.

Furthermore, he stated that when the agent came to his room, he believed Frimpong Manso and the other members of the Technical Team were on the corridor. After the agent came to his room, there was a knock on the door. When he opened the door, the saw two people whom the agent introduced as his friends. When they came to his room, they changed the language they were speaking. They introduced themselves as having come from a betting syndicate and that because Ghana would be playing the match with a second string team they would want Ghana to lose the match by a 2 goal margin and proposed an amount of $500 for each of the players. He said he went out of the room and came back to inform the people that $500 was not enough since the players were not cheap. He therefore proposed a $1000 each for them which the people agreed. He said that he obliged to the people wish because he knew the people would have gone behind him to see the players in one way or the other, furthermore, he had known them from Malaysia where he played football. 

He then went to Jonathan Quartey and informed him that he wanted them to go and collect the money from the people to spend it and not necessarily play a non-competitive match. 

Also, he said that the people had the list of the Meteors players with them. Asked why he did not inform any member of the technical team about those developments, he said he wanted the deal to move to a stage where the people will quote the overall amount of money they will give before he would have informed the other members and stated that it was not his intention to throw the match neither did he ask the players to play a match of convenience. 

QUESTIONS BY COMMITTEE 

Q.
Sampson Cudjoe said that you approached him at the airport  you told him about your friends in Hong Kong. You also said you first met the agent when you went to the Carpet Shop. How do you reconcile the two?

A.
I told him that I have friends in Hong Kong but the guy whom I saw at the shop I had not seen him before. 

Q.
To Ken Korlie , when you were going for the walk, what did Coach Damba tell you?

A.
He told me he had friends form Hong Kong who had money and they will give me money when they come to witness the match. 

Q.
To Damba, why did you tell Ken that?

A.
I told him the people were good friends of mine who had money 

Q.
To Damba, Tuaha told us that you told him that you were cash-trapped and so he should go for the money so that you would take your cut?

A.
Damba stated exactly what he told Tuah in Hausa which was confirmed by Tuaha. “…………………………………….”

Q.
Did the agent tell you the people were involved in a betting syndicate? 

A.
No.

Q.
You claim when you went to Kens room and saw the masseur massaging them you went out. 

A.
Yes. 

Q.
Why did you get out of the room when you saw Adjetey-Adjei Aliyu (Masseur)

A.
Because I did not want him to know. 

Q.
When did you take the players to the room. 

A.
Before lunch.

BY RANDY ABBEY TO DAMBA 

Q.
When I called you to my room, you didn’t tell me about any player agents. You told me the person met you on the first day in Iran and that you obliged to his wishes because you thought he might by-pass if you didn’t………

A.
Yes, that was what I told you. I couldn’t tell you everything because tempers were high and because of lack of time, I could not properly articulate my views. 

Q.
Why did you replace Dan Addo with Tuaha Khamis?

A.
It was out of random.

Q.
But you asked Ken and Jonathan to tell you who were matured people in the team?

A.
I knew most of the players were young so I wanted somebody who was smart and would not be nervous.

Q.
In your submission, you indicated categorically that you discussed with Jonathan and Kennedy about going for smart players. What was the risks involved? 

A.
There are many young players who might get naive so I needed someone who was matured enough. 

Comment by Mr. Pappoe

Somebody who  could connive with you to collect the money. 

Q.
You told us that you wanted the deal to move on to a certain stage before you would have informed the other members of the team?

A.
Had Tuaha not blown everything up, the people would have come up with their proposal for the entire team and I hoped to inform the other members had gotten it to that stage. 


Had they given me the money, I would have them informed the other members of the committee about the intentions of the people because gambling is illegal. 

Q.
You never thought the $6,000  was in the form of inducement. 

A.
No. 

Q.
Why did the people give the players money.

A.
They did not pay the money for any specific purpose. It was a gift to the players. 

Q.
What was it for?

A.
The people wanted to get closer to the players by giving them the money. 

Q.
What guarantee is there that you would have informed the other committee members?

A.
I would have done that.

Q.
What would have happened to the Ghanaian players had Ghana won the match?

A.
Because the intention was not to throw the match and I think nothing would have happened. 


Mr. Pappoe put it to Damba that the intention was to play a fixed match. 

Q.
What risks were you exposing the team to?

A.
I did not think about the consequences. 

Q.
At around midnight on Thursday, you came to my room to kneel and said that it was a temptation which you fall for it. 

A.
I believe that I should not have allowed myself from the moment I knew their intention.

Question to Tuaha

Did Damba inform you before or after lunch. 

A.
I can’t remember because I was sleeping. 

Question to Damba

Did you see the people after meeting with the Chairman of the U-23?

A.
No. 

Q.
The whole event took place before lunch.

A.
Yes. 

There was a technical briefing before lunch indicating that everything took place before noon. 

When we were waiting for coach Attuquayefio and the others, I saw the people in the corridor and informed them to wait for me in my room, confessed Damba. 

J. E. SARPONG

He said when Damba came to explain whatever had happened, he had already heard it from the head coach. He said they (the head coach & himself) were late because the head coach was briefing him. He continued that he cried because he knew he might lose his job. Damba had also inquired from J. E. and Sabahn whether the people could see Bossman and Sowah. 

Damba said the other people knew of his room after he had admitted the first man into his room. They came and knocked on his door and when he opened the agent told him the people were his friends meaning that the agent brought them. 

Tuaha then recollected that when Damba came to demand his percentage I told him I had left the money in my room that coach Attuquayefio saw  me and collected the money from me. Coach Damba was nervous, according to Tuaha. Later on according to Tuaha, Coach Damba told him not to worry because he (Damba) had gone to see Coach Attuquayefio and had explained everything to him that the money was from a football agent.  Damba confirmed this as true. 

Jonathan Quartey asked why amongst the six players he had been left out of the squad for the All African Games?

J. E. Sarpong explained that, his  exclusion was not in any way related to the incident in Iran but rather he (Jonathan) was included because Isaac Vorsah was not available for the match with Iran.

EMMANUEL ALLAN WHO JOINED LATER GAVE EVIDENCE IN GA AFTER HE HAD BEEN TOLD TO DO SO BY MR. PAPPOE. 

He said before they emplaned for Iran, Coach Damba told him that his (Damba) friends from Hong Kong would come and give him money. 

In Iran Coach Damba introduced those people to me after we (the players) had finished our meeting with Mr. Abbey. 

He said he was informed but was not given any money. When I went to the room with coach Damba, I met the three people who promised me money for shopping. They told me that we must allow them to score two goals in the first half, then one in the second half before we will pull a consolation goal in the dying minutes of the game.  

The people were very particular about the scoreline.  Mr. Damba confirmed Allan’s story as true. 

The meeting  ended at 13.50 hrs. 
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