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Five Asians arrested for trying to bribe footballers in World Youth tournament

April 22, 1995
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THREE members of a soccer match-fixing syndicate and two Malaysian call-girls were picked up yesterday by Qatar police for attempting to bribe footballers in the World Youth tournament in Doha.

The syndicate, master-minded by a Malaysian and assisted by an Indonesian and a Thai, offered players from Cameroon, Portugal, Honduras and Chile as much as US$ 30,000 (S$ 42,048) each to throw away matches.

"The girls were also offered to some of the players by the syndicate," Mr Peter Velappan, general secretary of the Asian Football Association told Time sport in a telephone interview from Doha yesterday.

"The footballers became suspicious and frightened. They decided to report the offers to their officials who in turn got in touch with Fifa officials.

"The five suspects were picked by the Qatar police this morning."

In one incident, two Portuguese players were invited to the hotel room of a syndicate member and offered money.

The players identified the bookie as a Malaysian who called himself Pee Kim.

On Thursday, Fifa contacted the Football Association of Malaysia's general secretary, Datuk Paul Mony, for help in identifying him.

Datuk Mony told the Malay Mail newspaper: "The Malaysian called himself Pee Kim but upon checking his passport, we discovered his true identity."

Fifa, which started investigating the match-fixing allegations on Wednesday, has asked Malaysia to guarantee that, when it stages the World Youth championship in 1997, it will be free of match riggings.
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THE governing body of world soccer wants Malaysia to guarantee that the 1997 world youth championship tournament will be free of rigged matches, according to a newspaper report in Kuala Lumpur yesterday.

This follows reports that Malaysian and Thai bookies tried to bribe players at the current World Youth Cup meet in Doha, the Sun daily quoted Asian Football Confederation secretary Peter Vellapan as saying in an interview from Doha.Vellapan said the Federation of International Football Associations "is ‘pretty shaken up.’ Personally I'm also shocked that these two chaps are here.  It is a very serious matter and FIFA is treating it with extreme caution," Vellapan said.  "After what has happened, FIFA will probably want some guarantees (from the Football Association of Malaysia) that it does not happen in Malaysia," he said.

Bribery and match-fixing are common in Malaysia. Earlier this week 57 players and an assistant coach were banned from soccer worldwide for periods ranging from one to four years after they confessed to rigging the scores of games.  Another 22 players and coaches have been banished to live in remote areas and can't move about without police permit.

About $707,500 was reportedly paid to rig results in last year's Premier League season. The football association's general secretary Paul Mony Samuel said FIFA contacted Malaysia on Wednesday regarding a Malaysian identified as Tio Kim Swee, following a complaint by two Portuguese players who were invited to his hotel in Doha. 

Samuel said in an interview with the Malay Mail newspaper: "The Portuguese players upon entering the room saw a lot of cash on a table and quickly left."

The players complained to team officials who in turn brought it to the attention of FIFA officials. The Malaysian identified himself as Pee Kim, but upon checking his passport his real name was discovered," he said.

The Malay Mail said police had Tio's passport and he was expected to be picked up for questioning when he returned.  The daily also said apparently Tio shared a room in Doha with a Thai named Wittaya and when the Portuguese entered the room there were two players from Cameroon.

News reports from Doha said FIFA did not release the names of the two men involved, but added there was no match-fixing in the current youth tournament.  The FAM, contacted by telephone, said Samuel was on leave today and other officials could not comment on the Malay Mail report.
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HEADLINE: Soccer Body Assures FIFA of Clean World Youth Cup in 1997

DATELINE: KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia

BODY:
The Football Association of Malaysia has assured soccer's ruling body that it will do its best to eradicate match-fixing and bribery before hosting the World Youth Cup in 1997, a newspaper reported Saturday.

The tournament, now being held in Doha, Qatar, was hit by scandal this week when three Malaysians were arrested for attempting to bribe soccer players to fix results predetermined by bookies. 

The Malaysians are to be deported along with a Thai and an Indonesian who also were arrested at the same time.

FAM deputy president Abdullah Ahmad Shah assured FIFA that it would seek the help of the Asian Football Confederation to help stamp out bookies, the Star newspaper said.

Bribery and match fixing are common in Malaysia. Earlier this week 57 players and an assistant coach were banned from soccer worldwide for periods ranging for one to four years after they confessed to rigging the scores of games.

Another 22 players and coaches have been banished to live in remote areas and can't move about without police permit.

While the problem may have been temporarily stopped, Abdullah said FAM will need the Asian confederation's help to ensure that bookies from other countries in the region do not sneak in during the 1997 tournament, the Star said.

It said the match fixing rings reach out to Indonesia, Thailand, Hong Kong and Singapore.
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HEADLINE: FIFA SEEKS PLEDGE ON MATCH-RIGGING

BODY:
THE governing body of world soccer wants Malaysia to guarantee that the 1997 world youth championship tournament will be free of rigged matches, according to a newspaper report in Kuala Lumpur yesterday.This follows reports that Malaysian and Thai bookies tried to bribe players at the current World Youth Cup meet in Doha, the Sun daily quoted Asian Football Confederation secretary Peter Vellapan as saying in an interview from Doha.Vellapan said the Federation of International Football Associations "is pretty shaken up"."Personally I'm also shocked that these two chaps are here."It is a very serious matter and FIFA is treating it with extreme caution," Vellapan said."After what has happened, FIFA will probably want some guarantees (from the Football Association of Malaysia) that it does not happen in Malaysia," he said.Bribery and match-fixing are common in Malaysia. Earlier this week 57 players and an assistant coach were banned from soccer worldwide for periods ranging from one to four years after they confessed to rigging the scores of games.Another 22 players and coaches have been banished to live in remote areas and can't move about without police permit.About $707,500 was reportedly paid to rig results in last year's Premier League season.  

The football association's general secretary Paul Mony Samuel said FIFA contacted Malaysia on Wednesday regarding a Malaysian identified as Tio Kim Swee, following a complaint by two Portuguese players who were invited to his hotel in Doha. Samuel said in an interview with the Malay Mail newspaper: "The Portuguese players upon entering the room saw a lot of cash on a table and quickly left."  The players complained to team officials who in turn brought it to the attention of FIFA officials. The Malaysian identified himself as Pee Kim, but upon checking his passport his real name was discovered," he said.  The Malay Mail said police had Tio's passport and he was expected to be picked up for questioning when he returned.  The daily also said apparently Tio shared a room in Doha with a Thai named Wittaya and when the Portuguese entered the room there were two players from Cameroon.  News reports from Doha said FIFA did not release the names of the two men involved, but added there was no match-fixing in the current youth tournament.The FAM, contacted by telephone, said Samuel was on leave today and other officials could not comment on the Malay Mail report.-APEND OF STORY
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